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Wildflowers 
Scientific 
Name 

Common 
Name Habitat Exposure Height Flower 

Color 
Bloom 
Time 

Acorus calamus  Sweet flag  A,W   2-3.5 Yellow-
green May-July 

Agastache 
foeniculum 

Blue giant 
hyssop  UM,UD   3-4 Blue July-

August 

Alisma triviale Water 
plantain  W   2-3 White June-

Sept 

Allium stellatum Prairie wild 
onion  UM,UD   1-2 Pink July-

August 

Anemone 
canadensis 

Canada 
anemone  W,UM   1-2 White May-July 

Anemone 
cylindrica Thimbleweed  UM,UD   1-2 White June-

July 

Antennaria 
neglecta 

Narrow-
leaved 
pussytoes  

UD   0.5-1 White April-
June 

Apocynum 
androsaemifolium 

Spreading 
dogbane  UM,UD   1-3 Pinkish June-

August 

Apocynum 
sibiricum Indian hemp  UM   1-4 White May-

Sept 

Aquilegia 
canadensis Columbine  UM,UD   2-3 Red and 

yellow May-July 

Arisaema 
triphyllum 

Jack-in-the-
pulpit  W,UM   0.5-3 Brown-

green 
April-
June 

Artemisia 
ludoviciana Prairie sage  UD   1-3 Yellow-

green 
July-
Sept 

Asclepias 
incarnata 

Swamp 
milkweed  W,UM   3-4 Pink June-

August 

Asclepias 
tuberosa 

Butterfly 
weed  UD   1.5-2 Orange June-

August 

Asclepias 
verticillata 

Whorled 
milkweed  UD   1-1.5 White June-

August 

Aster ericoides Heath aster  UM,UD   1-3 White July-Oct 

Habitat Exposure Legend:  
A Aquatic 
W Transitional 
UM  Upland-Moist 
UD  Upland-Dry   

 
Full Sun  

 
Partial Sun  

 
Full Shade  

 



Aster laevis Smooth aster  UM   1-3 Blue-
violet 

August-
Oct 

Aster lanceolatus 
(simplex) 

Panicled 
aster  W,UM   2-4 White August-

Oct 

Aster novae-
angliae 

New England 
aster  W,UM   3-5 Violet; 

blue; pink 
August-

Oct 

Aster 
oblongifolius 

Aromatic 
aster  UD   1-1.5 Violet-

purple 
August-

Sept 

Aster puniceus 
Red-
stemmed 
aster  

W   1.5-5 Blue-
violet 

August-
Oct 

Aster sericeus  Silky aster  UM,UD   0.5-2 Bluish to 
pink 

August-
Oct 

Aster umbellatus Flat-topped 
aster  W,UM   3-4 Creamy 

white 
August-

Sept 

Astragalus 
canadensis 

Canada milk-
vetch  UM   3-4 Pale 

yellow 
June-

August 

Athyrium 
angustum Lady fern  UM   1.5-3 --- --- 

Caltha palustris Marsh 
marigold  W   0.5-2 Yellow-

orange 
April-
June 

Campanula 
americana Tall bellflower  W,UM   1.5-5 Blue July-

Sept 

Chelone glabra Turtlehead  W   1-3 White July-
Sept 

Clematis 
virginiana 

Virgin's 
bower  UM   6-10 White July-

Sept 

Coreopsis 
palmata Stiff tickseed  UM,UD   1-2 Yellow June-

July 

Dalea candidum White prairie 
clover  UM,UD   1-2.5 White June-

July 

Dalea purpurea Purple prairie 
clover  UM,UD   1-2 Purplish-

pink 
June-
July 

Desmodium 
canadense 

Canada tick 
trefoil  UM,UD   3-6 Magenta July-

August 

Equisetum 
fluviatile 

Water 
horsetail  A,W   0.5-3 --- --- 

Eupatorium 
maculatum 

Spotted Joe-
Pye-weed  W,UM   3-6 Pink July-

Sept 

Eupatorium 
perfoliatum Boneset  W,UM   2-4 White July-Oct 

Eupatorium 
purpureum 

Sweet Joe-
Pye-weed  UM   3-6 Purplish-

pink 
August-

Sept 

Eupatorium 
rugosum 

White 
snakeroot  UM   1-2 White August-

Sept 

Euthamia 
graminifolia 

Grass-leaved 
goldenrod  W,UM   1-3 Yellow August-

Sept 



Fragaria 
virginiana 

Common 
strawberry  UM,UD   0-0.5 White April-

June 

Galium boreale Northern 
bedstraw  UM,UD   1-2.5 White June-

July 

Gentiana 
andrewsii Bottle gentian  W,UM   1-2 Blue August-

Oct 

Geranium 
maculatum 

Wild 
geranium  UM   1-2 Pink; 

violet 
May-
June 

Geum aleppicum Yellow avens  UM   2-3 Yellow June-
August 

Geum triflorum Prairie-smoke  UM,UD   0.5-1 Purplish-
red 

April-
June 

Helenium 
autumnale Sneezeweed  W,UM   2-5 Yellow August-

Oct 

Helianthus 
giganteus 

Giant 
sunflower  W,UM   3-10 Yellow August-

Oct 

Helianthus 
grosseserratus  

Sawtooth 
sunflower  W,UM   3-10 Yellow August-

Oct 

Helianthus 
maximiliani 

Maximilian 
sunflower  UM,UD   2-9 Yellow August-

Oct 

Helianthus 
rigidus 

Stiff 
sunflower  UM,UD   3-5 Yellow August-

Oct 

Heliopsis 
helianthoides Ox-eye  UM,UD   1.5-4 Yellow July-

Sept 

Heuchera 
richardsonii Alumroot  UM,UD   1-2 Greenish-

white May-July 

Hypericum 
pyramidatum 

Great St. 
John's -wort  W,UM   2-4 Yellow July-

August 

Iris versicolor Blue flag iris  W   1.5-3.5 Blue-
violet 

June-
July 

Lespedeza 
capitata 

Round-
headed bush 
clover  

UM,UD   2-4 White July-
Sept 

Liatris aspera Rough 
blazing star  UM,UD   1.5-4 Pinkish; 

lavender 
August-

Sept 

Liatris ligulistylis Meadow 
blazing star  W,UM   1-3 Pinkish; 

lavender 
August-

Sept 

Liatris 
pycnostachya 

Prairie 
blazing star 
(Gay-feather)  

W,UM   2-5 Rose; 
lavender 

July-
August 

Lilium 
philadelphicum Wood lily  W,UM   1-2.5 Orange-

red 
June-
July 

Lobelia siphilitica Great blue 
lobelia  W,UM   1-3 Blue August-

Sept 

Mentha arvensis  Wild mint  W   1-2.5 Pinkish-
blue 

July-
Sept 

Mimulus ringens Monkeyflower  W   1-3 Blue-
purple 

July-
August 



Monarda fistulosa Wild 
bergamot  UM,UD   2-3.5 Lavender July-

August 

Onoclea 
sensibilis Sensitive fern  W,UM   1-2 --- --- 

Phlox divaricata Blue phlox  UM   0.5-1.5 Blue May-
June 

Phlox pilosa Prairie phlox  UM   1-2 Pink June 

Physostegia 
virginiana 

Obedient 
plant  W,UM   2-4 Pink July-

Sept 

Potentilla arguta Tall cinquefoil  UM,UD   1-2 Creamy 
white 

June-
August 

Pulsatilla 
nuttalliana 

Pasque 
flower  UD   0-0.5 Pale 

lavender 
April-
May 

Pycnanthemum 
virginianum 

Virginia 
mountain 
mint  

W,UM,UD   1-3 White July-
August 

Ratibida pinnata Grey-headed 
coneflower  UM,UD   3-5 Yellow July-

August 

Rudbeckia hirta Black-eyed 
Susan  UM,UD   1-3 Yellow July-

August 

Rudbeckia 
laciniata 

Green-
headed (or 
tall) 
coneflower  

W,UM   3-9 Yellow July-
August 

Sagittaria latifolia Common 
arrowhead  A,W   2-3.5 White July-

August 

Scutellaria 
lateriflora 

Mad-dog 
skullcap  W   1-2.5 Blue July-

August 

Silphium 
perfoliatum Cup-plant  W,UM   4-8 Yellow July-

August 

Solidago 
canadensis 

Canada 
goldenrod  W,UM   2-4 Yellow July-

Sept 

Solidago 
flexicaulis 

Zig-zag 
goldenrod  UM,UD   1-3 Yellow August-

Sept 

Solidago gigantea Giant 
goldenrod  W,UM   2-5 Yellow August-

Sept 

Solidago 
nemoralis 

Gray 
goldenrod  UD   0.5-2 Yellow August-

Sept 

Solidago riddellii Riddell's 
goldenrod  W,UM   1.5-3.5 Yellow August-

Sept 

Solidago rigida Stiff 
goldenrod  UM,UD   1-5 Yellow August-

Oct 

Solidago 
speciosa 

Showy 
goldenrod  UM,UD   2-4 Yellow August-

Oct 

Sparganium 
eurycarpum 

Giant bur-
reed  A,W   2-5 --- June-

July 



Thalictrum 
dasycarpum 

Tall meadow 
rue  W   3-6 Cream  June 

Tradescantia 
bracteata 

Bracted 
spiderwort  UM,UD   1-1.5 Pinkish-

purple June 

Typha latifolia Broad-leaved 
cattail  A,W   3-9 --- --- 

Verbena hastata Blue vervain  W,UM   2-5 Blue July-
Sept 

Verbena stricta Hoary vervain  UM,UD   1-2 Blue June-
Sept 

Vernonia 
fasciculata Ironweed  W,UM   3-6 Magenta July-

Sept 

Veronicastrum 
virginicum Culver's root  W,UM   3-5 White July-

August 

Viola canadensis Canada violet  UM   0.5-1 White May-
June 

Viola pubescens Downy yellow 
violet  UM   0.5-1 Yellow May-

June 

Viola sororia Woolly blue 
violet  W,UM   0.5-1 Blue-

violet 
May-
June 

Zizia aptera Heart-leaved 
alexanders  UM   1-2 Yellow July-

Sept 

Zizia aurea Golden 
alexanders  W,UM   1-3 Yellow May-

June 

 
Grasses, Sedges & Rushes 
Scientific 
Name 

Common 
Name 

Habitat Exposure Height 

Agropyron 
trachycaulum 

Slender 
wheatgrass  UM   2-4 

Andropogon 
gerardii Big bluestem  UM,UD   2-6 

Bouteloua 
curtipendula 

Side-oats 
grama  UM,UD   1-3 

Bromus 
latiglumis Tall brome  UM   3-4 

Calamagrostis 
canadensis 

Bluejoint 
grass  W,UM   3-6 

Carex 
atherodes Slough sedge  W   3-4 

Carex bebbii Bebb's sedge  W,UM   1-2 

Carex brevior Shortbeak 
sedge  UM   1-2 

Carex comosa Bottlebrush 
sedge  W   2-4 



Carex cristatella Crested 
sedge  W,UM   1-2 

Carex 
hystericina 

Porcupine 
sedge  W   2-3 

Carex lacustris  Lake sedge  W   2-4 

Carex 
lanuginosa Woolly sedge  W   1.5-2 

Carex prairea Prairie sedge  W   1.5-3 

Carex radiata 
(convoluta) 

Eastern star 
sedge  UM   0.5-1 

Carex retrorsa Retrorse 
sedge  W   1-3.5 

Carex rostrata Beaked 
sedge  W   1-4 

Carex sartwellii Sartwell's 
sedge  W   1-2.5 

Carex 
sprengelii 

Sprengel's 
sedge  UM,UD   1-2 

Carex stipata Awl-fruited 
sedge  W   2-3 

Carex stricta Tussock 
sedge  W   2-3 

Carex 
vulpinoidea Fox sedge  W,UM   1-3 

Elymus 
canadensis 

Canada wild 
rye  UM,UD   2-3 

Elymus hystrix Bottlebrush 
grass  W,UM,UD   2-4 

Elymus villosus Downy wild-
rye  UM   2-3 

Elymus 
virginicus 

Virginia wild-
rye  W,UM   2-4 

Glyceria 
grandis 

Tall manna 
grass  W   3-5 

Glyceria striata Fowl manna 
grass  W   1-3 

Hierochloe 
odorata Sweet grass  W,UM   1-3 

Juncus balticus 
var. littoralis Stiff rush  W   1-2 

Juncus torreyi Torrey rush  W,UM   1-3 

Koeleria 
macrantha Junegrass  UD   1-2 

Leersia 
oryzoides Rice cutgrass  W   2-4 



Muhlenbergia 
glomerata 

Swamp satin 
grass  W   1.5-4 

Muhlenbergia 
mexicana 

Mexican satin 
grass  W,UM   1.5-3 

Panicum 
virgatum Switchgrass  W,UM,UD   3-5 

Poa palustris 
Fowl 
meadow 
grass  

W   2-4 

Schizachyrium 
scoparium 

Little 
bluestem  UM,UD   1-3 

Scirpus acutus Hardstem 
bulrush  A,W   3-9 

Scirpus 
atrovirens 

Dark green 
bulrush  W   2-5 

Scirpus 
fluviatilis River bulrush  A,W   4-8 

Scirpus 
pungens 

Three-square 
bulrush  A,W   2-4 

Scirpus validus Softstem 
bulrush  A,W   3-9 

Sorghastrum 
nutans Indian grass  UM   2-5 

Spartina 
pectinata 

Prairie 
cordgrass  W,UM   3-6 

 
Trees, Shrubs & Vines 
Scientific 
Name 

Common 
Name Habitat Exposure Height Flower 

Color 
Bloom 
Time 

Acer 
saccharinum Silver maple  W,UM   75-100 -- -- 

Acer 
saccharum Sugar maple  UM   75-85 -- -- 

Amorpha 
fruticosa False indigo  W,UM   6-12 Blue-

purple 
May-
June 

Celastrus 
scandens 

American 
bittersweet  UM,UD   5-20 --- --- 

Celtis 
occidentalis Hackberry  UM   60-80 --- --- 

Cornus 
alternifolia 

Pagoda 
dogwood  UM,UD   10-20 White May-July 

Cornus 
amomum 

Silky 
dogwood  W,UM   5-12 White May-July 

Cornus 
racemosa 

Gray 
dogwood  UM,UD   5-15 White May-July 

Cornus sericea 
(stolonifera) 

Red-osier 
dogwood  W,UM,UD   5-12 White May-July 



Corylus 
americana 

American 
hazel  UM,UD   3-10 --- --- 

Fraxinus 
pennsylvanica Green ash  UM,UD   50-75 --- --- 

Parthenocissus 
vitacea 

Virginia 
creeper  UM,UD   2-30 --- --- 

Populus 
deltoides Cottonwood  W,UM,UD   80-90 --- --- 

Populus 
tremuloides 

Quaking 
aspen  UM,UD   50-70 --- --- 

Prunus 
americana Wild plum  UM,UD   10-15 White April-

May 

Prunus 
virginiana Chokecherry  UM,UD   8-15 White May 

Quercus 
ellipsoidalis 

Northern pin 
oak  UM,UD   50-70 --- --- 

Quercus 
macrocarpa Bur oak  UM,UD   50-80 --- --- 

Quercus rubra Red oak  UM,UD   60-80 --- --- 

Rhus glabra Smooth 
sumac  UM,UD   9-20 Whitish June-

July 

Rhus hirta Staghorn 
sumac  UM   9-20 Whitish June-

July 

Rosa 
arkansana Prairie rose  UD   1-3 Pink June-

July 

Rosa blanda Smooth wild 
rose  UM,UD   1-6 Pink June-

July 

Salix discolor Pussy willow  W   5-15 --- --- 

Salix exigua Sandbar 
willow  W   5-15 --- --- 

Sambucus 
canadensis 

Common 
elderberry  W,UM   3-12 White July-

August 

Sambucus 
racemosa 

Red-berried 
elder  UM   3-10 White May-

June 

Spiraea alba Meadowsweet  W   3-5 White June-
August 

Tilia americana Basswood  UM,UD   60-80 --- --- 

Viburnum 
lentago Nannyberry  UM   10-20 White May-

June 

Viburnum 
trilobum 

High-bush 
cranberry  W,UM   5-15 White June 

Vitis riparia Wild grape  UM,UD   2-30 --- --- 

 


